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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

f only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, shurpers, and directors.— Porc. 
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LETTERS TO NATIONS. 


ON THEIR APATHY—THEIR DUTY—THEIR RESOURCES 
—THEIR POWER—AND THEIR FOLLY. 


By the Black Dwarf. 





LETTER II. 

The only security that virtue shail be the general. sti- 
mulus of public exertion, is that it should be the princi- 
pal means of securing public applause, and public pro- 
ieclion. There are but few who can be expected to 
follow virtue for her own sake ; and society ought not to 
trust to its spontaneous growth. Still less ought it to 
imagine that it will exist in spite of the perils to whieh 
it is exposed, when beset by temptation on the one hand, 
and threatened with martyrdom upon the other. That 
men have stood firm in the trial, and passed even these 
fiery ordeals, is recorded to the honour of our nature ; 
and in proof of the noble heights to which the mind is 
capable of soaring. But the frequency of its failure, the 
proverbial fallacy of its public affectation, should teach 
the world more prudence, than to leave it thus endan- 
gered, by rendering vice and servility the means of pub- 
lic exaltation! Yet, if public virtue ought not to be left 
without public protection, lest it should fail to take suf- 
ficient root in the mind; what should be thought of that 
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society in which its opposite was the object of public pa- 
tronage ;—in which vice and apostacy were the sure paths 
to emoluments and dignities—-while talent and integrity 
were marked for persecution, and left to the certainty of 
proscription and ruin. Look among the nations of the 
world! People! survey yourselves, and your rival 
states! Look at the practice of modern times, and re- 
trace the pages of the histories of your ancestors! See 
how wide the practice of all ages has been of the pre- 
cepts of its moralists and divines! How widely even 
have these differed in their lives from their writings! 
How lamentable has been the variance of what they did, 
and what they taught! Have they not been zolves lec- 
turing sheep intoa besotted submission, that they might 
be the easier prey? Have not these wolves induced 
the silly sheep to give up their hostages, that they might 
be shorn or devoured with legitimate order! and without 
disagreeable clamour? Is there any period upon record 
in the archives of the world, in which it has not been 
more profitable to betray the people, than to serve them. | 
With the resources of the people in their hands, have not | 
rulers constantly endeavoured to seduce from their ranks 
all those who were combatting on the people’s behalf ; 
whenever they have failed to crush them by the strong 
arm of power? Death, or dungeons, or despair, have 
on the one hand been alternately addressed to the ap- 
prehensions of popular champions ; and onthe other emo- 
Juments and honours have been offered to their cupidity, as 
the price of abandoning th ir honor, and betraying the 
public cause! While exaltation can be obtained by such 
desertion——while it is the ready road to affluence and 
rank—and while the degraded people are ready to bend 
before those who use them as the stepping stone, to un- 
deserved emoluments,—is it to be considered surprising, 
that the premiums they thus offer for their own injury, 
should be so frequently accepted? The people who thus 
patronise apostacy, by acquzescing in ats reward, are 
themselves the authors of all the misery they endure 
from apostates; and have only themselves to thank for 
the consequences. The path of those who combat 
against the people is strewed with roses, at the national 
expence :—while the way of those who fight the battles 
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of these people, is strewed with thorns by their enemies, 
which the apathy of the people will not suffer them to 
assist in removing! Ifa man begins to balance the 
estimate of profit and loss, in an anticipated public 
career, he must decide against the dictates of public 
virtue ; for it can only promise him the approbation of 
his own conscience, at the riskof all that a modern educa- 
tion would teach him to prize the most highly. Public 
virtue cannot hold out to him any hope of silk gowns, 
lawn sleeves, gold sticks, splendid equipages; high rank, 
or fashionable distinction:—and unless he is content to 
encounter all the privations, and dangers, and diffi- 
culties, which can befal a man, who finds himself opposed 
to the ruling few, and not defended by the foolish many : 
—unless he happens to havea correct and chastened 
view of the real value of existence, and of the absolute 
wants of life-—he will be tempted to seize the bribe 
which ambition offers to its votaries, and mingle in the 
crowd of parasites and sycophants, which swarm about 
the seat of power,—like the poisonous insects raised b 

the exhalations of the sun to turn the benevolence of his 
rays into ‘‘ diseases, pestilence, and death.” What has 
been the fate of those, in all ages, who have attempted to 
benefit the people—who have endeavoured to bind op- 
pression, and set free their fellow-creatures? Well has 


Pope expressed the fate of the virtuous, and energetic 
reformer :— 


“Truths would you teach, or save a sinking land, 

** All fear, none aid you, and few understand !” 
But, just as the portraiture is, it is not sufficiently com- 
prehensive, . While the fear of the injured many attends 
the reformer, he is pursued by the hatred of the reign- 
ing few; and while none will aid, thousands are ready 
to destroy! Calumny assails him with coward false- 
hoods, which the multitude are too prone to believe, be- 
cause they furnish them with a pretence for apathy, 
and indifference. The most upright intentions, the 
most innocent actions, are perverted into dreadful 
crimes. Advantage is taken of the delusion of the in- 
terested outcry, which venality raises against all who 
venture near its venomous fangs;—and perverted law 


has often been the precursor of LEGAL MURDER! 
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Yet the nations move not! Their stren¢th is not put 
forth to save ;—their energies are not exerted to avenge! 
They stand aghast at the audacity of usurped power, 
instead of punishing tts enormily. They see with fear 
fneer own thunders weilded against their own in- 
ierests:-—and bend before ihe biow, which it is their 
duly to avert. w hat has been the fate of the most vir- 
iuous of mankind? What has been the destiny of those 
who lived but for the weilare of their fellow-creatures ? 
Tfow has the world recompensed those to whom it has 
been the most indebted ? How have the people paid the 
debt of gratitude to those, who in their eager devolion 
lo the public ecod, have rushed, unarmed, like the Spar- 
tan youth, upon the frontless’ usurpers of tae public 
rights. Poverly and neglect, have been their mildest 
portion.—Pover ly, indeed, i is an evil which though diffi- 
cult to bear, it is useful to be acquainted with. He who 
has never been poor, has never learnt to lean upon him- 
sclf, to depend upon bis own energics, and is utterly a 
stranger to his real character. He who has never been 
poor, “cannot boast of his virtue, for it has never been 
put lo any trial. Of poverty, therefore those who have 
devoted themselves to the public cause, have no great 
reason to complain:—but when the poverty which has 
been the parent of ability and virtue, is treated with 
scorn because it is content with little —and with neglect, 
because il is unpresuming, and disinterested—the public 
fully gives birth io feelings whieh justly become the 
public chastisemeni. There is an impulse inour nature, 
which revolts at ihe contumely of fools; and when men 
find virtue derided, they often learn to seize the rod of 
vice to lash stupidity into useless repentance. When 
Rome banished Coriolanus from her gates, because he 
could not stoop to the meanness requisile to gain the 
popular voice, he.was justified in leaguing with the ene- 
mies of an ungrateful, inconstant, and misjudging popu- 
lace, and avenging the wroncs ‘whicti had been heaped 
upon his head. Injustice dissolves all compacts. He 
Who is injured by his country has a right to disown it. 
He who receives no protection, owes no allegiance. The 
law that does not beueiit, ought not to bind. Man has 
ho inheritance in man. Man is not the subject of a 
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tyrant, because he was born under an usurpation ;—nor 
ought he to bear injustice, although it wear the mask, and 
usurp the name oflaw. Thesefeelingsare universal. They 
may be disguised and conquered, but they exist in every 
bosom : and when society suffers an individual to be injured 
with impunity, it often creates a disposition to revenge the 
injury upon itself, by a league with its oppressors ; 
who are always ready to receive those who will assist 
them in their usurpations. | 

Where the individual sense of right and justice over- 
powers this feeling of personal wrong—whiere personal 
integrity cannot be seduced, nor personal courage inti- 
midated—when death itself had no terrors for the stern 
rectitude of the noble patriot--and the bubble of applause 
is held as cheaply as the splendours of afflueice—then 
the hostility of public folly and private hatred to public 
virtue, has frequently beea MORTAL. Thus perished 
Socrates! Tle was condemned to death, in the midst 
of “the most enlightened inhabitants of Greece ;” be~ 
cause he would not bow to the authority whic! fattened 
on the spoil of the public credulity, and which feared 
that his reason would destroy the craft by which they 
ruled, and enslaved the silly multitude. ‘The barbarity 
of the populace has been a constant theme of abuse with 
the patrons of power ; and the dangers of anarchy have 
been held in terror to the timid and wealthy, lo scare 
them from the countenance of any species of reform.— 
Many, indeed, have been the frenzied scenes of cruelty, 
which have attended the ebullitions of popular feeling ; 
but folly is the leading characteristic of the people in all 
ages. They have never equailed their rulers in cruelty. 
They have never reached the superlative barbarity which 
despolic vengeaace has exhibited in the gratification of 
its malignant passions! The murder of Socrates was 
never equalled in atrocity, by any act of popular out- 
rage. Robespierre never conceived an act so diabolical ; 
nor does any crime in the catalogue of popudar guilt, al- 
ford any parallel with this inhuman murder, perpetrated 
in cold blood, out of mere matice, and with all the de- 
liberation that gives lo villainy its darkest hues. A éré- 
bunal of respectable tyrants, of well-informed tyranta, 
of opulent wretches, well-acquaiated with the patriotism, 
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talents, and virtues of their victims,—without even any 
pretended cause that could gain a moments credence 
with any reflecting mind,—condemned the best man of 
his age, and the wisest of all the ages of his country, to 
a shameful and ignominious death :—and carried it into 
execution, with as little remorse, as if the meanest slave 
had met the death he justly deserved! Popular fury is 
often merited (as in the case of Chief Justice Jeffries), 
by repeated provocations, which no law can avenge; 
and in which outraged reason is compelled” to have re- 
couse to violence, as its only remedy. In other cases, 
where its justice is doubtful, it has the plea of ignorance, 
‘passion, and misrepresentation, in mitigation of its enor- 
mity! And where it is entirely misplaced, it is not ac- 
companied with those aggravating circumstances, which 
mark the murder of the Athenian philosopher, and cha- 
racterize the destruction of morc modern victims! Mobs 
do not forge false accusations, to destroy the innocent 
and meritorious. Mobs do not sit in mockery of judg- 
ment, upon individuals whom they have predetermined 
to condemn. Mobs do not affect mercy, and bene- 
volence, and justice, and regard for laws, and a re- 
spect for religion, to screen a thirst for blood, and 
countenance legal murders! The full enormities of 
an infuriate people are always written on the front 
of their excesses. It is reserved for the rich, and 
enlightened, and great, and religious and wealthy, 
among their oppressors, to stoop to the meanness of 
hypocrisy, to disguise the extent and hideousness of 
despotism. Yet, while despots bear away the palm of 
guilt and cruelty, from all competition, the people are 
equally conspicuous in their pre-eminence in folly! 
This is their triumph. folly is their tutelar deily—the 
wooden god before whom ‘the y have bent in all ages 
past: and before which they bid fair to bend in every 
age that is to come. Fear, aud cowardice, are occasional 
deities with them; but folly is the great favorite, of all 
periods, Morning, noon, and night, they pour forth 
their songs, and pay their worship to Folly !—while her 
high- priests are continually painting and patching, to 
suit all occasions, and accommodate all tastes. What 
were the people of Athens about, while Socrates was 
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tried by iniquitous judges, and murdered in his dungeon ? 
Why truly, on their knees to the folly of the day! They 
knew that he did not deserve death—they knew that he 
could be accused of no crime—but they were at their 
devotions to folly, and had not time to leave her temple, 
to see what was going forward in the dungeon. They 
probably did not zmagzne the judges were such villains 
as they proved to be:—but was it their duty to leave 
such a life in jeopardy! Stupidity alcne can account 
for their indifference. They ultimately recovered their 
senses, and in a lucid interval of reason and justice, they 
banished his judges whom they should have hanged ;— 
but this tardy, lim; ing, retribution came too late. 
Socrates was dead! His murdered body had been con- 
signed to the all-devouring grave :—his spirit had fled to 
its congenial sphere:—his divine eloquence had ceased 
for ever :—and their only resource was to set up a mar- 
ble image of the man, whose virtues had been his des- 
truction! And even this tardy retaliation had not been 
made, but that some national calamity disturbed their 
prostrations before the altar of Folly ;—and their super- 
stition could recur to nd other prominent cause for na- 
tional affliction, than the anger of the gods at the murder 
of an innocent man! So that they must have felt he 
was iniuocent, When he was destroyed ; or their fears had 
nol so readily prompted their superstition! This is one 
of the earliest records we have of the danger of serving 
the people against the venal interests of their masters. 
Some time before, Aristides had been expelled from the 
same city, by the ancestors of the same people, for being 
foo good - which in all ages had been the most unpardon- 
able crime! An individual who is better and wiser than 
his neighbours, is considered as a standing reproach to 
their vices and their follies: and he may think him- 
self fortunate if he escape being knocked on the 
head. Despots act in a similar manner. Those who 
cannot be corrupted, must be destroyed.” Aristides 
had obtained the epithet of the just! The ungust could 
not bear this ; it was a libel on their dishonesty! The 
petuiance of mean-spirited jealousy at the virtues which 
it 7d not imitate, was well exemplified. in the conduct. 
of the Athenian, who requested Aristides to siga the shell 
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with which the man was about to vote for his banishment. 
Aristides took the shell ; and, while inscribing his name, 
asked the fellow what Aristides had done to him, that he 
should vote for his banishment? “ Nay,” said this an- 
cient votary of folly, “ he has done no injury to me ; but 
“Tam weary of hearing him always denominated the 
“gust!” Fortunately for Aristides, there was neither 

king, nor oligarchy, then existing in “Athens ; so that he 
escaped with his life, and was only banished from the 
country he had so essentially served, and which he was 
so well qualified to adorn! Thus, ‘while tyrants wore 
crowns, and knaves amassed w ealth, at Athens—the 
wise and the virtuous were rewarded with banishment 
and death! Is it not clear that the Athenians offered a 
premium for vice? and would it not have been a mat- 
ter of regret, if it had not been suffered to scourge thei ¢ 
Did they not serif all they could feel, for their incom- 
narable folly 2? If the moralist were to enquire for a jus- 
tification of the political evils which torment and devas- 
tate the world, would it not be readily found, in similar 
folly on the part of those who suffered. In a future dis- 
sertation, we shall find the enlightened Romans not a 
jot wiser than the enlightened Greeks:—and if we may 
proceed so far, we shall discover some modern nations 


equally the cause of the misery, which cannot be called 
undeserved. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARE. 
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From the Blac k Dwarf in “ the admiration of the 
world,” to the Yellow Bonze at Japan. 
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MATTERS THAT REQUIRE EXPLANATION. 
Respected Friend of the Yellow Robes, 


I cannot yet comprehend these people. Pe- 
riodically they call themselves the wisest and the most 


free, and the best people in the world. Then they say 


they from undera vile oppression, and ministerial ty- 
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manny; Which is confessing they are neither Wise, not 
free, nor good. Sir Robert Wilson has been dismissed 
from his situation in the army, and thus robbed of the 
mon-y he has paid for his commissions, and, but for his 
friends, might have been put lo some pecuniary incon- 
venience. A meeting was called to open a subscription, 
and Mr. Lambton took the chair. In the course of his 
speech, Mr. Lambton called the dismissal of Sir Robert 
Wilson “an act of efrocious baseness /”’—that it was 
owing to his humanity on that “ fatal and disgraceful 
day, when fico innvcent men were foully murdered in 
the face of their cowatry ?” He called the attention of 
the mecliny to the “ slow but certain progress, the coun- 
“ try was making loa milicaryclespotism .” adding, ‘that 
‘‘ the soldiers were shut up ‘n inland fortresses, excluded 
‘from all intercourse with Uieir rellow-citizens, taught 
“ to believe that their duties anct iatetests were different 5 
“aad taught to neglect, not only cul constitutional, 
“ but he would add, all moral ,“eling!” He said the 
“¢ military were thanked when they! had attacked and 
cut down an unarmed multitude!”-—that “ minisvers 
“ had praised and thanked the Manchester Magis- 
trates fur culling down the people :’—that, “ the. 
Spanish Inquisition hardly furnished such an instance 
of the exere:se of arbitrary power; or the annals of the 
“* pelly despots of the German States, such a confisca- 
“* tion of the property, of a private individual,” as showm 
in the dismissal of Sir R. Wilson. He further stated 
that Sir Robert had been removed from his command 
in the peninsula, by “the busest and meanest jealousy:” 
—and that he had ‘* dong deen marked out as a victim 
“to be immotated at the shrine of ministerial oppres- 
sion,” JT need not point out to thee the similarity of 
the bearing of the general charges to those advanced by 
ihe REFORMERS against the ministry; nor is it worth 
while to remark, that this language in direct accusation 
and pointed terms, equals the “ violence” which the 
Whigs join the Tories in affecting to censure as too 
strong, and too iiliberal. But, with such sentiments 
with respect to the ménisters; with such horror at 
the despotism, and such contempt for the meanness 
f their conduct. how onght Mr 


mp iit 


«~ 


5 
é¢ 
66 


CG 


Lambton to con- 
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duct himself as a member of the legislature? Is ar- 
bitrary power to be counteracted, and the injustice to be 
repelled, by an indemnification to one individual for 
what he may personally suffer—while the agents are left 
in peaceable possession of the power to repeat their ag- 
gressions, When and where they please. Is a subscrip- 
tion of five hundred pounds all that Mr. Lambton will 
contribute to the salvation of his country, from the con- 
sequences of such misrule? Sir Robert Wilson ought 
to be indemnified :—but is the country to be left with- 
out any consideration? These are matters which Mr. 
Lambton may explain—but they pass my comprehen- 
sion. 

One of the resolutions also calls the dismissal “ a 
* wanton act of arbitrary power,” and a “ cruel injus- 
“ tice to a meritorious officer.” Well, gentlemen 
resolvers, is arbitrary power, and injustice, to be 
healed by an application of bank notes! atone? 
Would it be deemed sufficient to pay the doctor’s bill of 
a man who had been ill-treated on the high way, with- 
out any pursuit of the parties who had ill-treated him? 
Mr. Grey Bennett was present at this meeting, and he 
talked still more boldly. He agreed with Mr. Lambton 
relative to the causes and nature of the dismissal; and 
further added, that Sir Robert Baker had been deprived 
of office, “‘ because he would not carry the funeral of the 
© Queen over the dead bodies of his countrymen.” Mr. 
B. said, when they had opened their purses to make up 
the property unjustly taken away, “‘ they should wile to 
““ resist, by every lawful means, the encroachment of 
** ministerial oppression ;” and lend their aid ‘* to keep 
* the government and the courtin subordination to the 
wisdom of the country, and the Aonest and just feed- 
“ing of the people.” He also informed the mecting, 
“they lived inan order of things in which government 
“ was ever realy to powice upor ets prey ;” and re- 
quested them to be “* temperate, vigilant, and disci- 
‘6 plined, but zealous ; and never to dose sight of the 
* main object, which was te do justice to themselves, to 
*¢ force government to do substantial justice, and to 
*¢ defend the freedom of their country with the last drop 
“of their khlood!” This is such very good advice, that 
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itis a pity the honourable gentleman did not proceed to 
shew how it could he put ento practice! But after this 
at any rate the HAzgs will not affect to wonder why the 
people ate restless and impatient for reform! Mr. 
Hume was present, and concurred in all these observa- 
tions ; and was guelty of the “ inflammatory language,” 
in the words of a simple alderman of London, called 
Brown, of whom I never heard before, of saying— he 
“© knew nothing of the prerogative of the King, but when 
“ it was exerted for the good of the people!’* which the 
simple alderman thought amounted to high treason 
against prerogative ! It is much to be lamented that 
men cannot be content with being simpletons at home! 
But it is one of the remaining privileges ofan Englishman 
to be as foolish as be p!cases:—and when people have 
but little liberty, it is »atural they should make use of 
all they have got. 
Thy friend and well-wisher, 
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N.B. The Courter threatens the Morning Chronicle 
with an action for libel, for saying the House of Com- 
mons has aided and abetted ail the wasteful extravu- 
gance of the ministry. On this point there are two 
questions—lias the expenditure been extravagant; and 
has the house supported it?) These must be answered in 
the affirmative, unless the ministers are called traitors— 
and if so, it may be seditious truth, but it is truth ne- 
vertheless—ati! London Juries have not used T'reasury 
spectacles of lute. The Courzer says the House of 
Commons is a paré of the Sovereign power, and no So- 
vercign ought to suffer himself to be abused. But a part 
is not the whole. A G good King may have an zndifferent 
great toe ;—and it would hardly amount to sedition to 
abuse Ais toe, for rendering him lame! 








EFPECTS OF UNION. 
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The Yeomanry heroes, the life and fortune men, the political 
priests, the blo: ated sinecurists, the impudent boroughmongers, 
aud the sleek placemen affect to laugh at the plan of get- 
ting into their quarters, and coming within arms length of them, 
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in theirewn cainp, by means of penny subscriptions. Let then 
laugh on, We have no time to attend to them just at present 
as it would be useless alt empting to reach then, at such a 
distanee, and threugh sucha sertes of eatre ucinents, as they 
have got to defe nd them, and their base and sanguin ary interests, 
Jutit may be as well to remark, although they have sh: ped 
their faces to a grin, there 13 0 laughter in thetr Aearis J 
Vhey have no merrvaent there. ‘There they are as dark as 
their own decds; and as furious as dad blood can make i//- 
brooding hearts. There sit hatred, and matice, and all wn- 
charitableness, squatting close, like the Weird Sisters, batch. 
lazmischief to RADICAL REFORM —which they know MUST 
triumph at LAS — o Whatever period they may contrive to 
PUT OFF the evil day. There is a litile busy devil always 
at their elbows, whispering them, “ that all their arts are un- 
“availing? and this maddens them beyond deserimiion-—and 
then LAUGHTER is in some sort ike that of Nie DEVIL, 
when Milton savs, “he GRINS ED HORRIBLY, a GHAST- 


Qa 
y 


LY SMILE!” "Their IIniOHUs, - the diduy dress, are as odd- 
ly cireumstanced. Every now and then, when the wind is stil 
for a moment, ae sae t forth Into 2 general cuorus, that RA- 
DICAL REFORM is PEAD—quite deai—* dead ss “a door 
wail!’—and they are so happy—so glid—so merry —so loyal 
—so deveut—so thankful!!! ‘Poaea the wind rises 1 
Their masters pla y some foot: sh prank, and then enter upou 
some dexilish freak, such as the persecution of the Queen, 
er the dismissal of Sir Robert Wilson, and UP STARTS 
RADICAL REFOAM, from ats PANCIED SEUULCHRE ; 
and LIOSTS OF RADICALS — like torrie spectres, 


again. 


to the fearful eyes of these Mad boosters, who have — 
aml over again, with their pens, killed the very spirit of Ra- 
dical Reform throughout the kingdom. At the cae-e wed (‘o- 
ronation, they assured us there was not ene single rai tical to be 
found near the Metropolis, and very few any where else:— 
andi a short mawile, thev told us they had all reser Qxdin, 
and had actually Geaten the Life Guards in ihe strecls of 
Lon don—competted acapricious Minister of State to respect 
his masters, aud paid proj ver respect to the ashes of a Queen, 
in spite of orders to Uke contrary! So that, after ail, by 
their own confession, the GIANMP SPERIP OF r Mi OR M Is 
neither DEAD, ner SLEEPING! bat on y Watching a fit op- 
portunity, and a proper pe eriod fur displaying its en: rey. They 
knew this; and their laughts y is lorribly convuls sive. ‘Phicke 
antics res sie e those o fimea pinched with the cholic; aud theis 


eentortions are but odd displays of a merrinent “till more gd. 
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they know well enough what the pennies of the midlions CAN 
lo. They know YD Nte#, and even farthings a-piece, from all 
7 

Ee 


1e simpletous wito let them put their long fingers into thetr 
pockets, have filled their cofiers with thousands of pounds ; 


viven them fine estates, and built fine henses upon them. 
Phey know the eradstins of poditice? arithmetic; and how 
Cusy if is for a tow, te » OPpFess the mia nv, -? the expence of 
those who suffer. "Phe Reformers will teach them that they 


also understind these m pate rsa little; and having been compell- 
e¢to find shillues and sixpences, as well as pence and far- 
things, for their oppressors, they will at last form a fund for 
themselves. © The fable says that ONE MOUSE liberated 
the LION! by patience and industry, eating away thread 
afier thread, and mesh after mesh, of the met wich conft- 
ned him. jiad there been as many mice as threads, the thing 
would have been much sooner accomplished ; and we hope 
to tad nore than PEN RES ORMERS to attack every thread 
in the meshes of corruption, and set the Brnish Lion free 
again, to tread the ground, with all his native dignity, and 
range the forest with ali his native freedom, in all his pristine 
sirenoth. 





MR. KNIGHT’S DUNGEON. 

[t is requisite that ive reformers throughout the coun- 
iry, should be aware of the treatment of this excellent 
oll man. Wien th ley are fully acquainted with what is 
sullered by some of their fellow-creatures, and gl 
reiurmers, they will be enabled to judge of the value of 
certain pretensions to patriotism, which might be passed 
over will indiiicrence, were they not studiously thrust 
forward upon occasions, where they are likely to deceive 
the public, and obtaia a little undeserved applause. 
Nix. Knight las been exposed to the most painful and 
studied inquisitorial torture by the gaoler, Higgins, on 
the suflerance of a Sir Somebody of a Hligh Sheriff, 
who can be nobody betier than ihe possessor of an au- 
thority which he dare not, or cannot use. Mr. Knight’s 
private fetters, even confidential communications from 
his family, have been opened, by the gaoler, and detain- 
ed by him, when it pleased I his nrightcress, alier reading 
to Mr. Knight :uch passages as this King of bolts and 
bars thought were fit for his perusai ; any, Myr. Knight 
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was not even permitted by this guoler to receive a letter 
from Judge Bailey! Yet no one speaks of this—no one 
interferes;—no one appears to care, for the sufferings of 
a man who has not his superior in moral honesty ia the 
extended realm. We have before said, there are men, 
and those loudly professing the principles of reform, who 
could have redeemed him from these indignities, by a 
word—and yet it was not spoken—and were his sen- 
tence to be conlinued for the term of Azs whole life, in- 
stead of tivo years, he might perish in his unwholesome 
dungeon, without a voice being raised in his behalf, by 
any one who could serve him. Is it a matter of sur- 
prise that the ministry should be so daring, when they 
find so little affectation of resistance to their bad mea- 
sures ;—and of that affected resistance find nothing real. 
Party can raise its thousands readily! but from mere 
principle, how little is ever affected !—The following let- 
ter relative to the situation and sufferings of Mr. Knight, 
is extracted from the Manchester Observer! The offence 
of this veteran reformer, it should be borne in mind, was 
attending what he believed a legal meeting, for a legal 
purpose, legally convened, legally conducted, and sepa- 
rating in perfect order! Inthese circumstances, a Lan- 
cashire Jury discovered illegality ; and the Judge Bailey 
directed Mr. Knight to be imprisoned two years. 


MR. KNIGHT’S DUNGEON. 
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** New Tower, Leneaster Bastile, Oct. 4, 1821. 

** Above I have givenas accurate « representation of one row 
of our pillars as in my power. Ip oui room there are two such 
rows. The room itself is about thirty feet in length; twenty in 
breadth ; and ten feet in height. Our window contains 24 quarrels 
of glass, each 10 inches high, by 64 broad, so that the whole 


makes only 10 ths square feet of clear glass. At the disiance of 


about 6 yards stands the end of another building ; so high and 
broad, that if one stands directly before the middle of this win- 
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dow, and one foot from the wall inside the room, one can see no 
object whatever beside the said wall; and when standing on our 
room floor and going to one side the window, one can only see a 
sinal] part of the atmosphere, and that part far above the earth. 
Stepping tothe other side, one may see the upper part of one tower 
and part of another, and also the top of one or two trees. 
These are all the objects in our view except one climbs into the 
window. At thedistance of less than two yards from this window 
stands one row of these pillars represented above, and about five 
feet from them the other row of pillars. Since 1 began to think 
upon this subject, we have vot had one sunny day; but 1 believe 
the building before our window will prevent the sun from shining 
into our room, at least four hours in the middle of the day, (if not 
more) so that in a completely clear winter day, we shall only 
have a little sun in the morning, and a little again near night: and 
m dark, cloudy weather, there is no reading, writing, or doing any 
thing else that requires good light, except in or near the window. 
In addition to all these gloomy circumstances, the chimney some- 
times does not perform its office at ail ; a strong blast of air coming 
down it, so that the smoke is wholly blown into the room. On 
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday last, there was frequently no en- 
during in the room, nor seeing from one end to the other. This 
has produced a sensible soreness in the cavity of my breast; 
and though the building has been many years in existence (for 
I was in it in 1812) yet I do not know that any pains or steps have 
been taken to cure it of this defect, though atlempts have been 
made to cure some other chimneys of the castle: why this has 
been peculiarly neglected I cannot tell: unless it be to prepare its 
inmates for hell, by enuring them to smoke. Nor is there any 
convenience to keep any sort of food clean in it, such as butter, 
milk, meat, &c.: but it soon becomes covered with dust; inso- 
much, that I have sometimes observed, that if the Bible t used, 
was to be shewn to some persons, as dusty as my coffee cannister 
generally is, they would instantly say, it wasneglected ; and would 
be an evidence against me at the day of judgment. Such are 
the blessings of the room 1 at present inhabit. Our yard for air and 
exercise, is only abont 15 yards in Jength from east to west; and 
17 feet in breadth from north to south; and the south wall is 
abuut 9 feet high, so that by the end of next week, I expect the 
sun will not be able to send one single ray on the floor of the said 
yard, even at mid-day. Nor is any object to be seen by a person 
walking therein, except the upper part of the buildings of the Cas- 
tle, the apex of some stones of the church, and the upper part of 
the steeple. So that we are completely cut off, not only from 
all society, but from all the beautics of the earth. Such is the 
situation at present allotted to us. To whom our thanks are due 
for all these benefits, we have yet to learn. In this gloomy, smoky, 
damp room, are we now locked up atleast 18 hours and a half out of 
the twenty-four; while the debtors are only locked up nine hours. 
We are deprived of two hours of the morning air, which they 
enjoy; for they are unlocked at six, or as soon as possible after 
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was not even permitted by this guoler to receive a letter 
from Judge Bailey! Yet no one speaks of this—no one 
interferes;—nio one appears to care, for the sufferings of 
a man who lias not his superior in moral honesty in the 
extended realm. We have before said, there are men, 
and those loudly professing the principles of reform, who 
could have redeemed him from these indignities, by a 
word—and yet it was not spoken—and were his sen- 
tence to be conlinued for the term of Ais ehole life, in- 
stead of tivo years, he might perish in his unwholesome 
dungeon, without a voice being raised in his behalf, by 
any one who could serve him. Is it a matter of sur- 
prise that the ministry should be so daring, when they 
find so little affectation of resistance to their bad mea- 
sures ;—and of that affected resistance find nothing real. 
Party can raise its thousands readily! but from mere 
principle, how little is ever affected !—The following let- 
ter relative to the situation and suflerings of Mr. Knight, 
is extracted from the Manchester Observer! The offence 
of this veteran reformer, it should be borne in mind, was 
attending what he believed a legal meeiing, for a legal 
purpose, legally convened, legally conducted, and sepa- 
rating in perfect order! Inthesecircumstances, a Lan- 
cashire Jury discovered illegality ; and the Judge Bailey 
directed Mr. Knight to be imprisoned two years. 


MR. KNIGHT’S DUNGEON, 
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rows. The room itself is about thirty feet in length; twenty in 
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of glass, each 10§ inches high, by 64 broad, so that the whole 
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dow, and one toot from the wall inside the room, one can see no 
object whatever beside the said wall; and when standing on our 
room floor and going to one side the window, one can only see a 
sinall part of the atmosphere, and that part far above the earth. 
Stepping tothe other side, one may see the upper part of one tower 
and part of another, and also the top of one or two trees. 
These are all the objects in our view except one climbs into the 
window. At thedistance of less than two yards from this window 
stands one row of these pillars represented above, and about five 
feet from them the other row of pillars. Since I began to think 
upon this subject, we have vot had one sunny day; but 1 believe 
the building before our window will prevent the sun from shining 
into our room, at least four hours in the middle of the day, (if not 
more) so that in a completely clear winter day, we shall only 
have a little sun in the morning, and a little again near night: and 
m dark, cloudy weather, there is no reading, writing, or doing any 
thing else that requires good light, exeept in or near the window. 
In addition to all these gloomy circumstances, the chimney some- 
times does not perform its office at ail ; a strong blast of air coming 
down it, so that the smoke is wholly blown into the room. On 
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday last, there was frequently no en- 
during in the room, nor seeing from one end to the other. This 
has produced a sensible soreness in the cavily of my breast; 
and though the building has been many years in existence (for 
I was in it in 1812) yet 1 do not know that any pains or steps have 
been taken to cure it of this defect, though attempts have been 
made to cure some other chimneys of the castle: why this has 
been peculiarly neglected I cannot tell: unless it be to prepare its 
inmates for hell, by enuring them to smoke. Nor is there any 
convenience to keep any sort of food clean in it, such as butter, 
milk, meat, &c.: but it soon becomes covered with dust; inso- 
much, that 1 have sometimes observed, that if the Bible t used, 
was to be shewn to some persons, as dusty as my coffee cannister 
generally is, they would instantly say, it wasneglected ; and would 
be an evidence against me at the day of judgment. Such are 
the blessings of the room 1 at present inhabit. Our yard for air and 
exercise, is only abont 15 yards in length from east to west; and 
17 feet in breadth from north to south; and the south wall is 
about 9 feet high, so that by the end of next week, I expect the 
sun will not be able to send one single ray on the floor of the said 
yard, even at mid-day. Nor is any object to be seen by a person 
walking therein, except the upper part of the buildings of the Cas- 
tle, ihe apex of some stones of the church, and the upper part of 
the steeple. So that we are completely cut off, not only from 
all society, but from all the beauties of the earth. Such is the 
situation at present allotted to us. To whom our thanks are due 
for all these benefits, we have yet to learn. In this gloomy, smoky, 
damp room, are we now locked upat least 18 hours and a half out of 
the twenty-four; while the debtors are only locked up nine hours. 
We are deprived of two hours of the morning air, which they 
enjoy; for they are unlocked at six, or as soon as possible after 
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that ; and it is more than 20 minutes past 8 before we have beea un- 
locked smice the Gist ult.; as none of us work, it appears we are 
uniformly unlocked last. 1 rave above said damp room: to show 
vou that Lam not writing at random, i here tell you, that wheu 
the wet weather came on, al! our books, papers, and clothes 
became soft, and sensibly danp to the touch; insomuch, that 
feom smoke and damp united I have got a cold; my breast is sore 
within, and | feel aburning heat in-my nostrils. To heat all this 
room, which you will find contains 6,000 cubic feet, we are only 
allowed about a hundred weight of coals per week. Now cal- 
culate the cubie dimensions of the roomfin which you live, and 
the quantity of coals you bern therein, and you will see the 
wonderful difference. Our room will be ne early four times as large 
as yours, and you burn two or three times as many cvals. I should 
however ‘ell you, that we did get a poker on Saturday, bone a 
rod iroa about half a ya ms in leneth, aud half an inch io diameter 
thongh we dare scarcely touch ‘the fire with it on account of the 
coals. Now we have a box to put our coals in, which holds 
a weck’s allowance; two of those who are with us, bave beea in 
what is eailed ‘* the Coal Hole” in Liverpool, being a prison room, 
and they say, that there isa similar box for coais there, which is 
filled up every day, so that there is no such thing as searciiy of 
coal there. Also, thai tobacco and ale are allowed there.—So 
reuch for the management of prisons under the same laws.” 





GOVERNMENT, THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A FREE 
AND A DeESPOTIC CNEW—The difference betweei: a free and 
“t despotic state, consists in the manner In which that whele 
mass of power, which, taken together, is supreme, is, in a free 
state, distributed among the several ranks of persons that are 
sharers Init: in the source from whence their titles to it are 
successively derived ;—in the frequen : and easy changes of con- 
dition between the governors anid everned; whereby the in- 
terests of one class are mx ore or ty indistingnish: ably blended 
with those of the other :—in thet responsibility of the Fovernors 5 
or the right whicha subject has of having the reasous publiciy 
assigned : and canvassed of every act of power that ts exerted 
over him; 1 the liberty of the press ; or the security with which 
every man, be he of one class or the other, may make known his 
complaints and remonstrances tothe whole community; in _ 
Jiberty of public assoe rat ion $5 or t} ic security with whieh: B ial 
contents may communicate their sentiments, coneert their ola, 
and practise every mode of Op} position short of actual revolt, 
before the executive power cai be justified in disturbing them.— 
Jer. Bentham. 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. LXXVIILL 
—a ee 
‘“ My Masters of Misrule! 1 have a crow to pluck with you.’ 
Oro Pray. 


499. De. Kipling, Dean of Peterborough, to the Rev. John 
Lingard, a Roman Catholic Priest. 

Rev. Sir,—In your strictures on Professor Marsh’s ‘ Compa- 
rative View,’ occur these words once, ‘ New Church of Eng- 
land, and these oftener, ‘ the Modern Church of England, 
that for both these expressions you are amenable to a Court of 
Justice, | infer from this extract, ¢ seditious words in deroga- 
‘tion of the established religion, are indictable as tending to a 
‘breach of the peace ; as where a person said, your religivy is 
‘anew relivion ; preaching is but prating, and prayer once 
‘a day is more edifying. ’— Hawk. 7. Besides, the Church by 
law established in this country, is so inseparably interwoven 
with the British Constitution, that whatever is calumuy upon 
the former, must be calumny upon the latter. If, howe ‘ver, 
you shall assure me, in the course of a few days, that within a 
reasonable time you will publish a vindication of this defama- 
tory language, I will defer to prosecute you, not only until 
sufficient time has been granted you for that purpose, but also 
till an opportunity has been allowed the public to peruse my 
reply to it. By a vindication is here meant—complete proof of 
this position,—that the structure of the Church of Eugland, and 
the materials of which it is composed, are new and modern. 
Should it appear to be the general opinion, when the reasonings 
of us both shall have been ‘maturely considered, that your vin- 
dication Is complete, f will then make a rec: intation, aud cease 
to be a member of the established Chureh: i by the gene- 
rality of our readers, it shall be thought defective, you will be 
summoned to answer for your ofensive demeanour in West- 
minster Hall, It may justly be presumed, that before you 
ventured to issue forth your detractions,—arguments to esta- 
blish the position above-mentioned, had been prepared with 
sedulity, and judiciously arranged ; 1 therefore shall add, that 
by ‘a reasonable time,—you must understand, a few montlis 
only. 

Peterborough, Murch 23, i815. T. KEPLING.* 














* This clumsy, but very orthodox epistle, is a precious specimen 
of churchly charity, and an exquisite illustration of the spirit 
which ¢ establishment by law’ infuses into religion. ‘The thirty- 
nine article doctor, however, isin the right; for the church, com- 
posed of such materials as bimsclf and others, like learned and 
prosecuting pundits, is as old as Persucurion herself, and that 
venerable lady had waxed matronly, long before the date hiated at 
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500. TO THE ELECTORS OF WESTMINSTER. 

Gentlemen,—It is only in times like the present, when at- 
tempts are made flagitiously made to murder innocent men, that 
the progress of ac anditate can possibly be from the ey at 


Newgate, and form Neweate back to the Hustings. The 


ciumstances declares the tintes ; for: any man who could reasoia- 
bly be “a SUS pected of deterving what I have suffered, wou! 
be apandone a hy the whole human race. But you must be we 
aware, that if fb had uever knowu—or knowing had not loved— 
the free Constitution of my Country, | sheuld not have been 
voted a trattor by the usurpiig proprietor of boroughs, who 
under an insidious pretence of attachiment,—not to kingship, 
‘ut 0 monarehy, whi ich we abhor, are 
endeavouring to undermine (—it is not the place for me here 
to say how tar they hare undermined)—the lawful Government 
of King, Lords, and Commons, and to substitute a tyranny of 
their own, under the most odious of all forms, @ temporary 
Hleetive Dictator, dependant ouly upon their own corrupt and 
prostituted votes. tn the pursuit of their plan and for the es- 
tablishment of their power, iney are endeavouring to seat sei 
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by Mr. bias ear, : as the biel: iis ie of tee Church of England. Foe 
a full le noth portrat of our dienitary, the reader is referred to 
‘fn account of the proceediiys i the University OF Canbrils e 
against Vildiam Brend,. g M. yc. for publishing a pamphlet, intitled 
Peace ann Union, 1793. The Christian doctor sueceeded | im eX 
obt une advancement; but abriefextract 


tr | 7 } ; j ° . . . 
rrom the defendant's RAPeTED A ' speech ou that memorable inquisition, 
will throw frrrther dyed 


her Hight on the character of the parties therein COD 
cerned, oer Pododien vantly asks—* Can any Gang more be wan? 


fo sleeu 


| tthe proojs of thetr malice 2 1 
this dhe ‘ vue 


fs this just Jud sanent ? 
if ii €b: wikable aud upright ude ? 4 ey 


Sur, if 
wickedness—wichediess of 29 common kind, nor sueh as ordinar, 
men are suljocito: tis nol ignorance, but passion—deliberale ah 


mninable passicn~—ihe rcosulé of matice and hatred—the progress ef 


Vicious masa, WARVED BY THEE DESIRE OF GAINING INTAMOUS 
PreeeR MEN. [Who con hear of such proceedings without pre 
nouncine them abeminablc, shameful, scandalous ’ At the close ot 
his spirited and onanswerable defence, Dr. Wb. was asked if he had 
any thine to reply to Mr. Frends. 
D. kh. wl have 
allto the Court. 
Mr. .— 
charves ? 
Dr. K.—No, not any thing. 
Mr. F--7 belicve 


heard nothing that requires any reply. T leave it 
‘The promoter Mien has nothiog to observe on any of the 


i have nothing io Sitl/. 
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coolipvent rocantacion, and ef his 
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selves on the same throne, at the side of their Sovereign, bY 
perverting those laws of treason, which were exclusively de- 
signed to protect the person of the King, and his share of the 
covernment, by perverting them to protect equally the share 
which themselves have usurped. If they can succeed im this 
their next step isa short one, they will trample on him: and 
whenever the Crown shall hereafter be awakened, and (too late, 
perhaps,) compelled to struggle with these usurpers, the most 
Joyal a iherents of royalty will be destroyed as traitors against 
their New Majesties; the King will have no means left to 
protect his most faithful subjects; and the Crown may find it- 
self without a defender. ‘This, this atlempt of theirs is the 
great-master treason against the Crown, the Nobility, and the 
whole Commons of the realm. In order the more eflicaciously 
fo resist these traitors to us all, these unacquir ted felons, or to 
lay down my life usefully to the public, in opposition to their 
plunder and tyranny, TE again offer myself to represent you in 
the ensuing parliament, If the purpose of your election were 
to choose a master, or to promote a minister, or to bestow any 
portion of power or emolument on the object of your choice, 
{ should acknowledge myself to be the last person who ought to 
present himself to your notice: but if your purpose be to ap- 
pomt a servant, whose duty it is to pursue your interest—not his 
Own, tom: Lintain your rights, not to obtain an office for h'm- 
self, to follow singly your will, independently of all parties, and 
all other connexion, | may then with: confidence offer myself and 
say, that in me you shall, if you please, find, a faithfal servant, 
Wenbledon, 28th May, 1796. JOHN HoRNE TOOKE. 


—--- 


501, LIBERTY, 


Who, when the morn breathes freshness, and around 
teviving verdure spreads, and life awakes, 
As from the chains of darksome night tokens 
Who, as he roves green vales or wooded lakes, 
And towns, and men, and all their care forsakes : - 
Who doth not, lovely freedom! then confess 
That the rude peasant ’inid the barren brakes, 
Whom thou with strength and cloudless mind doth bless, 
Is happier far than those, whom wealth and power caress ? 





Few are his tliooughts-- fi: s hopes, his pleasures few ; 
Rude as the rugged heath that yields his fare ; 
Yet every thought and hope, to nature true, 
Th’ instructive stamp of independence bear ! 
Are such, QO, liberty! thy only care ? 
To congregate r men of ampler mind, 
Dost thou refuse thy dictates to declare ? 
Dost thou disdain those interests refin’d, 
That blend the social ties, and harmonize maukind ? 
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Ah, surely not! the Muse with votive lyre, 
Pour'd in thy pame the meditated lays, 

What time Amphion smote the sounding wire, 
And Thebes, as from the earth, appear’d to rane 
Her tow’rs spontaneous: thou with ardent gaze, 

Saw’st civic power, ’mid Grecia’s cultur’d plains, 
Uprear his mural front ; heard’st thy full praise 

Re-echoed loud im Sparta’s martial strains, 

And in proud Athens, hymn’d by martial trains. 


Rome call’d upon thy name, nor vainly call’d-- 
’Mid her sev’n hills, thy form majestic head 
Thy voice the tyrant Tarquin heard appall’ d-- 
Thy voice in thunder over red ‘Tyber’s flood, 
Whose high-swolu waters foanmr’d with Tuscan blood. 
Then beanrd thy forehead, like a fulgeut star, 
Placid in victory —-foreboding ood! 
But dark ambition urg’d his furious car, 
Aud rent thy favor’d rent with diseweil and with war! 


Nor was the British Isle by thee not lov’d! 

Here the bold Saxon learnt his righis from thee ; 
Obey’d the statutes that he first approv’d; 

Follow’d his chief in war, and yet was free 

Then prince and people own’d the same “a ree! 
Secure the peasant till’d the fruitful ground—- 

The seaman learnt to brave the billowy sea ; 
And independence smil’d, by pleuty crown'd, 
And Alfred’s patriot name gladden’d the vales around! 


But soon, O, freedom! ’gainst thy goodliest frame, 
Dark pr iesteraft struck the tirst insidious blow ; 
At his dread call the haughty Norman came, 
And slav’ry leading each degrading woe ! 
What ils, my country, wert thou doow'é dito know! 
Laws, darkly cruel, pomp and pride devise, 
While tears and blood in mingling torrents flow ! 
Oppression spreads, destructive feuds arise, 
In arms the labourer ploughs, and in the furrow dies ! 


E’en now corruption whelms the British State ! 
Freedom, arise! and with resistless hand 

Strike back the purpose of the meanly great, 
And spread thy influence o'er my native land ! 
Tillthen, Ol let me, with some patriot band 

Wander the rural vales and woods a Nong | 
The name of Hampden shall our soul expand, 

Or Sydney's spirit our discourse prolong, 

Or Russell’s fate inspire the bold yet mournful OUR, 
Thomas Noubl Po ms, L822. 
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MORE PROOFS OF BIRMINGHAM PROS- 
PERITY. 


fnseribed to the Rev. Mr. Corrte, by the Black Dwarf. 


—— 


Your coronation speech is still ringing in my ears ; 
and its beautiful metaphorical shadows are still daneing 
before my eyes, in all the varied hues of the rainbow. 
Like them, too, it seems they are mere optical delu- 
stons, Without basis, or reality. Looking over some 
chronological memoranda, the other day, [ found the 
following circumstance as occuring on the 6th of May, 
1780:— A petition was presented from both the white 
“Cand black inhabitants of Calcutta, against the ia- 
“troduction of English Laws there!” When Mr. Cor- 
rie again shall expatiate upon the excellence of the 
English Constitution: and pretend to derive from that 
excellence, the extent und frecdom, and prosperity of 
this empire, he will do well to bear in mind thes fact! 
—that the coloxies of England are not governed by Eng- 
lish laws—and that they hold them in such dislike as to 
petition against their introduction; though, at home, 
the nation is mocked with the pretence that it is the 
envy and admiration of the world! Mr. Corrie will 
also do well to remember, that a leading Scotch Judge 
took occasion, some little while since, to thank God that 
Scotch Law was not regulated by English Law!  Ire- 
land, even Mr. Corrie must be aware is governed, not 
by the English Constitution ; but by a forcible subjection 
of the welfare of the many, to the interests of the few. 
In that unforiunate portion of the globe, there is no pre- 
tence that a government of law could euswer. the pur- 
pose of the governors:—and that military and legal 
despotism is requisite to maintain the jfooting of the 
rulers. Ais to the protection of life and property, law 
has abandoned its guardianship, or exerts it to no pur- 
pose. ‘Thus Mr. Corrie may see that the Constitution 
which he was unluckily induced to boast of as the grand 

Vou. VII. No. 18. 
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specific, has no more to do with the effects he was 
pleased to ascribe to it, than the quack medicine had to 
do with the cure of a patient, while it stood quietly un- 
corked on the chimney-piece of his bed-room. In 
Canada the state religion is Catholic, and the constitu- 
tional King a military master. Inthe West and East 
indies, arbctvary power, and systematic slavery, are 
tie two grand essentials. In Africa, we have guaranteed 
ine execution of Duteh laws, by a British army. In 
[reland, we lave no laws at all; or such as arefound im- 
potent, without the aid of the bay onet. And in Scotland 
we have legal officers, who thank God they are ee 
governed by our excellent constitution. In England, it 
is well known, that the mixture of bad law paralyses the 
henefits of good ones; and that the constitution they 
have, is as different from wheat they pretend they ought 
bo hay e, as the shade of twilight differs from the noon- 
day radiance of the sun! Think of these matters, Mr. 
Corric, | bescech you, tir. “They are known lo a great 
many people in tins country. Do not trust to the 
chance that you may have bluckheads to address always. 
Fam aware they preponderate in such assemblies as that 
for which your recent haraague was specifically de- 
sizned :—-but there is éhe press—the unlucky press 
always al work -an! when such matters are placed be- 
fore an ordinary reader, in the lowest coflee-room, he 
‘opens his eyes in amazement, that dearned men should 
want learning so nach, or be so deticient in honesty, 
as to allempi to palin such impositions upon the public 
mind. This digression upon the inaccuracy of your 
general views, is merely to imtroduce to your notice 
some matters which lie nearer your own observation ; 
and which well deserve your attention, and the 
attention of other persons, who are very foolishly 
shutting their eyes, and attempting to’ look ano- 
ther way. [ have now laying before me a fresh 
proof of the pros) perity of the town which you have 
painted in such ies tig but unsubstantial colours. It 
is ia an odd form, f confess; being nothing more than a 
catalogue of things for sale, which have been seized for 
poors-rates !—and some people will stare at the items of 
which it is partly composed. Iwas in come alarm, 
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when the overseers threatened they would seize the per- 
sons of those who could not pay, lest that a slave 
market should be established in this flourishing town; 
which would be the more in character, as it is only a 
colony of the empire, having no voice in the government 
—not even a nominal one—and being thus actually 
reduced to the condition which an English minister once 
had the audacity to declare ought to be the lot of all the 
people +=-thntaelly, that they have nothing to do with 
the laws, but to obey them ;—and nothing todo with the 
taxes, but to pay them. I find, however, that the 
slave-market is not yet in contemplation. Indeed, upon 
more consideration, I perceive that it weuld be a greater 
loss to the rich to establish such means of disposing of 
the poor ; for if a slave market were established, the 
slaves must be maintained by their owners, whether 
they produced anything or not. Matters now are better 
managed ;—for the rich have the benefit of the bones 
and muscles of the poor, while they can labour, for less 
than it would cost to maintain an equal number of 
slaves, in so comfortable a manner askind masters main- 
tain them ,—and when the poor cannot labour, the rich 
are not bound to maintain them at all ;—but they are 
thrown for a miserable subsistence upon beings who are 
often as destitute as themselves! There is another rea- 
son, why it may not have been yet deemed necessary to 
open the public market for the sale of the persons of 
those who are not able to pay poor’s-rates. Slaves 
are usually sold naked, or very thinly clothed; and, 
therefore, to proceed regularly, it is requisite to strzp 
the peor devils who are on the road to the last stage of 
human misery, of all they have, even to the skin, be- 
fore they are themselves sold for whatever they may 
chance to be deeme worth. This stripping process, [ 
find, has already commenced; and I cannot ‘sufficiently 
congratulate its authors upon the ease and dexterity with 
which they have abandoned those finer feelings, which 
narrow-minded people lave denominated Aumane; pro- 
bably, as some adept in the science of derivation wou d 
say, because they are so very seldom found among hu'- 
mane beings! I could wish you, Mr. Corrie, had been 
present at the process of this sir7pping! T would have 
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enlig'.tened you, amazingly, as to the relative merits of 
a constitution, that secures you a snug parlour, which 
you are enabled to protect, by purchase, from intrusion; 
while its myrmidons relentlessly force their way into 
every quarter, and seize without remorse the property 
of those who cannot bribe its protection, by the requisiée 
contributions! The first item, Sir, is a pair of gulé 
ear-rings! Imagine, Sir, with what reluctance the 
mother of a family would have these, perhaps the gift of 
early friendship, or a still dearer aflection, torn from her 
ears, to satisfy legal rapacity! I know there are gentle- 
men, who will say—‘* What the devil have poor people 
“to do with gold ear-rings?” But [ will not suppose 
you will re-echo so brutal a question. We come next to 
“ @ wedding ring!” Not even the emblem of the most 
sacred ceremony of the church, you see, Sir, can escape. 
The poor want bread, which the rich will not furnish, 
while any portion of the poor have a single article which 
can be sold to raise it! We may rationally suppose the 
same woman was pillaged of both ear-rings, and wed- 
ding-ring ! and I should have concluded this was enough 
for one family at once; but I perce've the next items 
correspond so closely, and follow in a rotation, which 
connects them together. It would seem, while the mo- 
ther was surrendering her personal ornaments, a couple 
of children entered, with cloaks on; and, as the win- 
ter is approaching, it is evident the children of poor folks 
could not want cloaks ; so they were added to the cata- 
logue, where they form the third lot, as “ 2 children’s 
“cloaks!” The sum not yet being made up (I may 
imagine, to account for the next lots), the father being out 
of the way, and it not being decent to strip women and 
children quite naked, the collectors appear to have looked 
round for something further, when some poultry al- 
tracted their attention ; and as poor folks have no right 
to Juxuries, the poultry was put in the general list, 
and furnishes in the catalogue twe lots of * 2 geese,” 
and 9 fowls!” Heaven help us! Mr. Corrie, if the 
practice of seizing geese in part of payment for poor’s- 
rates should become genera!, it would be a still more 
horrible idea than even that of the sdave markets ;— 
for it might convert the survivers inte a race of cannibels! 
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and men, metamorphosed into geese, might be devoured 
by those who had been transformed into sol ves, and 
foxes! T pass over all the ordinary seizures on such oc- 
casions. Poor folks have misery enough to keep them 
waking—they cannot, therefore, wa: t beds! Tables are 
also useless, whea there is nothing to put en them. 

Chests of drawers are useless things to keep empty. 

Watches are zlso useless to those who do not want to be 
reminded of meal times, when the meal is not ready. 

Chairs are luxuries that may be readily dispensed with ; 

and who would require a looking~glass to mark the ra- 
vages that misery has made in his countenance! One 
scizure is of “ Forty gross of wine- -corks ;” probably the 
whole capital and stock in trade of some chamber-cork~ 
‘cutier; who, hardiy able to procure bread for himself is 
eoupelled to furnish ‘t to others; and who may himself 
follow the collectors to the workhouse, in order to obtain 
a part of his own property dealt out to bim as parochial 
charity! ‘* éwo fiitches of home-cured bacon,” form an- 
other lot :—a seizure which under a liberal construction 
of Magna Charta would be deemed illegal:—but it 
would probably be pleaded in reply, that the “ swinish 
“ multitude” ought to have more respect for their “ fel- 

“* Jow-swine than to devour them. An “ 8-joint fishing 
“ rod,” and ‘* 2 walking sticks,” are other items of the 
spoil ‘thus gallantly captured by these parochial foraging 
parties. But this is not all :—not content with bacon, 
poultry, rings, and children’s cloaks—not content with 
rendeiing the objects of their spoliation miserable in life, 
they have even aimed a blow at their eternal welfare. 
Hear it, all ye societies, who are eager to recompense 
the poor in another world for all the miseries they so pa- 

tiently endure in this !—Heear it, all ye anxious distribu- 
tors of the comforts of eternal life!—These parochial 
collectors have even despoiled a suffering. family of its 
last hope-—its best solace! Lot 44 is a “ FAMILY 
“ BIBLE, /aken in distress for poor levies!” and sold 
on Saturday, the 20th day of October, 1821, by order of 
the overseers of the parish of Birmingham ! ! This is the 
very consummation of all evil! This is saying, in deeds, 
that those who cannot pay poor levies, have no business 
wth Bibles !—which is almost synonimous with a de- 
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claration, that those who cannot pay poor’s-rates have 
no business with heaven! The next step will be, of 
course,. to refuse relief from the parish to all paupers 
who have d2bdes !—since, if bibles are to be seized for 
poor’s rates, they must be sold by all paupers to buy 
food, before they can be said to be destitute. This re- 
duces the Bible Societies to distributors, not of bibles to 
the poor, as they pretend, and probably suppose ; but, 
in reality, to distributors of so much money as bibles 
will SELL, or PAWN for ;—-which reduces the case to 
th'is—that money is raised to buy bibles that they 
may be sold, or pawned, for one fourth, or one half, of 
the cost price. Thus, Mr. Corrie, is prosperity evi- 
denced, and loyalty generated! As a scholar, you 
might have informed these parish officers that they have 
seized some articles which are by law exempt from sei- 
zure. If the wedding-ring were forcibly taken fromthe 
finger of a married woman, it isan ecclesiastical offence, 
besides a civil robbery:—and if the woman were per- 
suaded to give what could not have been éaken, it would 
amount to an indictable offence, as obtaining money, or 
—_ under false pretences! Wearing apparel is exempt 

y law from seizure for debt, or even King’s taxes. By 
what authority, then, were the children’s cloaks seized 
for parish levies? Provisions, too, are exempt by com- 
mon law from seizure. How came the bacon, the home~ 
cured bacon, to fall into the clutches of the collectors? 
There may be areckoning of all these matters one day or 
other:—and when “ mods” are called furious, and mad, 
it will be but, justiee to remember what has made them so. 
Aman who had recently seen his house spoiled of its furni 
ture, his wife stripped of her ear-rings, her wedding-ring 
pulled from her finger, his children stripped of their cloaks, 
his bacon torn from his fire-side, his poultry forcibly taken 
from him, and even his bible. sold, would have some 
reason for the forgetfulness of ordinary duties; and would 
feel himself released from any nice attention to the wants 
and miseries of others. ‘“ None considered me,” he would 
exclaim, “and I will consider no one. Duty and pro- 
“* teotion are relative terms. I have not been protected, 
“ and I will not obey.” Human laws might censure, 
and human power might punish such an offender; but 
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his justification: might be entered in a higher court, where 
he would meet his accusers upon equal terms. 

I perceive this is a second day’s sale; and I think [ 
perceive that some of the goods advertised for the. first, 
were not sold, as they form part of this catalogue. This 
is good. I would avoid such a sale-room, as | would 
avoid the plague. I would not buy the spoil of the de- 
Senceless female, or the shivering children. I would 
not eat the dacon, which had been thus torn from the 
house of the poor ‘and desolate. The poultry should never 
be placed in my yard, or on my table, which had been 
forcibly taken from the poor and friendless. But who, 
in the name of ordinary decency, could buy the wedding- 
ring, or the ear-rings/ A new couple, knowingly mar- 
ried with such a pledge, would deserve the utmost de- 
gree ef human wretchedness! Since there is no hape of 
redress of grievances, or the relief of misery, or the re- 
form of abuses, except through the medium of public 
opinion, let this public opinion be openly expressed. on 
suchfoccasions. Let such auctions be held in universal 
abhorrence, that the poor distressed creatures may ob- 
tain their goods again if they bid only a Sarthing? for 
them. This feeling, I am happy to hear, is spread- 
ing :—it is beginning to be perceived, that it is useless to 
propagate wretchedness by these oppressive practices ; 
and that to stem the tide of misery, it is necessary to 
look at its source—EXCESSIVE TAXATION! [fa 
waggon were over-louded, Mr. Corrie, what would you 
advise? Would you tell the waggoner, to flog horse 
after horse to death, becuuse it was tunpossrdle lo imove 
at? Or would you not rather say, even if it were loaded 
with precious stones, and the most valuable commodities, 
unload tt, until the horses could easily drag it forward. 
But if it were only loaded to such a ponderous degree 
with rubbish of no value what would you say loa fellow 
who killed horse after ene | ina vain attempt to cou- 
tinue ils journey? Ah! Sr. Cerrie, you coudd answer 
many questions, thal you cidé noi, as well as 
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P. S. You have one man, [ perceive, amongst you, 
who thinks these measures will restore the prosperity of 
the town! He is not so blind as to call ¢h2s prosperity 
—but he thinks they will Gring prosperity. When na- 
ture makes a blockhead, there is no remedy for it—he 
must remain as he is:—but even a natural simpleton, 
you see, can feel things are very bad. That he hopes 
they will mend, by being made worse, may be in cha- 
racter with him:—but you are too good a logician to 
think of curing a burnt finger, by putting the whole 
hand into the fire! He may, however, be as much of a 
knave, as of a blockhead, and hope the surplus popula- 
tion may be starved off in peace, as they used to be 


killed off, in war! and thus make room for loyaléy to 
thrive in, as before! 








LETTERS TO THE BLACK DWARF. 
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FALLACY AND DECEPTION OF BEGGING SOCIETIBS!— 

TREASON AGAINST THE KING OF THE BEGGARS! 

Sir, 

Tn a recent number of the Dwarf, you take judicious no- 
lice of the abuses witnessed in the proceedings of some of the 
numerous societies now on fgot, under ihe management of their 
self-stiled Aonorary Secretaries. Tam one of those, who think 
that the DestitUTE Poor should not be put out of the pale 
of the laws; or be considered as fair game, to be hunted out of 
society, by any combination of individuals, however respect- 
able, through tie instrumentality of their heartless agents, 
whether 2éred or fonerary. Disinterested individuals, whe 
have attended to the proceedings of the Touseless Poor, and 
Miendicily Socvties, must be convinced that they have éotadl 
failed in effecting their professed objects ; and that, after all 
the money subscribed and expended, they are not a single ste 
in advance, towards ihe szppression of mendicity, or the ef- 
fectual relief of the houseéiss poor. Indeed, the utter impossi- 


hility of effecting these objects, by the measures taken, are 
perfectly obvious. Is mendicety to be suppressed by the occa- 
stonal relict of a2 meal’s victuals, and a night’s lodging? Are 
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the houseless poor to be sheltered by the like process? Are 
either of these classes to be benefitted by persecution? What 
nonsense then it is, to talk of suppressing mendicity, or better- 
ing the condition of the houseless poor, by means which leave 
the miseries complained of, just where you find them. Butt e 
proceedings of these societies, are not only not good, but they 
furnish the means to their ageuts of being actively pernicious. 
Something must be done, to give a colourable justification to 
expenditure :—and, accordingly, we find these agents, conti- 
nuzlly engaged ina petty and inglorious warfare with poverty 
and distress, in which victory is no triumph, and where the m- 
serab!e objects of their pursuit are made to undergo additional 
sufferings, injurious to themselves, and without benefit to the 
public. The last feat of the myrmidons of the Mendicity So- 
ciety, which is before the public, since the Italian boys and the 
monkeys, is that of the well-known Samuel Worsley, whom the 
said myrmidons are pleased to call the “ King of the Beggars.” 
His Majesty has been constantly before the public, in the 
streets of London, for the last éhirty years, or upwards, giving 
audience to his subjects, seated on his wooden throne, on which 
he moves himself along, with the assistance of crutchies, bein; 

deprived of both his legs and part of his thighs. The Society's 
agents state to the Magistrates, that his Majesty was found 
begging ; that he gets money enough to enable him to live in 
a constant state of /ururious dissipation, and beastly drunken- 
ness, to the great scandal of his liege subjeets, and the kingl 

office ; and propose, that his Majesty, by way of atonement for 
his ill-spent life, shall do penance in a workkouse for the re- 
mainder of his days, This, to be sure, is a pretty modest pro- 
posal, coming from the agents of a Society professing ultra- 
loyal sentiments; and shews, no doubt, their extreme care of, 
and respect fur, fallen Majesty. And it is the more worthy of 
notice, because it is, I believe, the first rattonal effort that has 
hitherto been made by the Society, towards the attainment of 
their professed obiect; namely, “ the Suppression of Mendi- 
city.” Unfortunately it so happens, that his Majesty is per- 
verse ; in consequence, it is supposed, of a long indulgence in 
self-willed habits; and appears to be quite insensible of the 
kindness intended towards him. And, in all probability, the 
Society will be cefeated in their benevolent purpose; unless, 
(which is hardly to be supposed) they should persist in doin 

violence to his Majesty’s inclinations... Perhaps his Majesty 
may have somewhere heard, that “ short is the distance between 
‘the prison and the tomb of Kings.” But it is truly astonish- 
ing, that the Society, after all its large experience, and EX PEN- 
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piruRE, should only now have found oui, that to Suppress 
mendicity, 1s to place begears, whether Kings, or subjects, in 
the workhouse: or by furnishing them with useful and profitable 
employment, enabling them to support themselves. All other 
means of suppressing mendicity are mere QUACKERY, and 
must in the end prove illusory. In the case before us, it ap- 
pears to me, to be “ cruelty and injustice, armed with power, 
“ anddetermined on oppression” And those who give theirmoney 
and the sanction of their names, for such a worse than useless 
purpose, are more criminal in the eye of reason and common 
sense, than the agents they emplov. 

ANTI QUACK, 

October, 21, 1821 


ee 


P.S. Since writing the above, T find the following opportune 
paragraph, corroborating my opinion, as to the labours of the 
Mendicity Society, in that pink of polite criticism’ and depot 
of authentic information, The “Joun Boi,” an authority 
which the Houseless Poor, and Mendicity Seetety, will of 
course consider indisputable. The paragraph is as follows :— 
“In London every thing appears to be at a stand, except 
“ BEGGING; which, spite of the (audable exertions of the 
“* Mendicity Society, is flourishing in all itsbranches.” Bov- 
rowing therefore a favourite, and in this case, a truly appropriate 
phrase of * Joun’s,”’ Tam justified in pronounemg, upon- his 
testimony, that the labours of these societies are all a “ Hum- 
“ BUG.” 





Nore.—-I am really shocked at this indecorous proceeding 
of this Mendicity Society, and recommend that lazy, and care- 
less fellow, Murray of Bridge Street notoriety, to prepare 
indictments for treason against the honorary secretary, 
Bodkin, for his treasonable presumption! ‘Fo arrest — the 
hiny of the beggars, ina nation fast merging into a horde of 
beggars, is to set a very dangerous example to the people at 
large. And to arrest his begging Majesty for following his daw- 
fud occupation, Is to sea indalize the memory of his late Me- 
jesty, of glorious memory, who, it is well known, was accus- 
tomed to “beg regu/arly once a year, at the great stand, near 
Palace Yard -—besides occasionally indulging himself with an 
extraordinary begging bout, when the civil list ran low, or 225 
family had been a little extravagant. 1 hold itequi ally bad m 
policy, as far as example goes, to arrest even the King of the 
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Beygars for living ina state of deaurious dissipation! Wis 
pretending to punish in Zow life, what is admitted, on all hands, 
tobe the “grace and ornament” of courts. As to the drunken- 
ne 8s, it is to be regretted, certainly, that his majesty of the beg- 
gars Will not drink in a majestic manuer, and get drunk with 
the grace, aswell as the spirit, of illustrious birth. But yet, a 
weakness or two must be pardoned in a monarch, Heaven for- 
vive me! Pardoned, did I say: I hope no ultra-royalist wilt 
misrepresent my meaning, which is simply, that though inebria- 
tion is vice in ordinary people, it cannot be so with persons who 
are so exempt from vulgar rules, as to be “ incapable of com- 
mitting an act of vice or folly;” which the Bishop of London says 
is the case with Kings, and which is certainly as much the 
case with the Kings of Beggars, as with the other crowned 
heads. To send this specimen of majesty to the work-house, is 
so harsh a measure, as naturally to arouse his royal indignetion ; 
and, after the repute into which whiskey and the shile/ah have 
recently grown, and the great probability that /rish manners 
will prevail at court, during the whole of the winter ; it will not 
be surprising, if the King of the Beggars should plead his pre- 
rvogative, and order those to be committed to the Tower, who 
liave dared to threaten him with committal to the work-house, 
Vor my part, I cannot conceive why this antipathy to beggars 
should be dvowed by those who are only: beggars themselves ! 
It is true, the proverb says, “ set a beggar on horseback, and he 
will ride to the devil;” but I cannot yet see any reason, why 
these mounted beggars, who have jumped upon the public back, 
and fill the public prints with begging advertisements for money 
to ruin the begging trade, should he permitted to ride the public 
to the devii with them, If we could but get a peep at the dis¢ 
of expenditure, we should find that the trade of- begging was 
rarely better than with the opposition-beggars, who are oul y 
persecuting the regular dealers, because they dread the compe- 
tition with old practitioners! “Two of a trade can rarel 

agree 3” and this will account for the violent hostility now exist- 
ing between genteel beggars, who beg honorary situations, with 
good salaries, and those vulgar traders who collect half-pence 
every day, instead of pounds every quarter! Iam not particu. 
larly interested in the dispute, but I must not see majesty in- 
sulted, without giving Sharpe and Murray warning. Let thet 
look to it. ‘Though they are accidentally liege subjects of ano- 
ther monarch, yet, as beggars, as mean beggars under false pre- 
tcnces, they owe a natural allegiance to King Samuel Horsley, 
the monarch of all vulgar beggars, under delusive pleas, whether 
of lost arms which they can produce at pleasure; broken legs, 
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which are easily made whole ; biindness, which every night re- 
stores to sound vision; or whining, sneaking, lying, piliful 
Anaves, who make themselves loathsome, to move at once the 
pity and disgust of passengers. Sharpe ought instantly to repair 
to the Bridewell, where the King of the Beggars holds his court, 

to tender his allegiance, and to obtain the situation of Chancel- 
lor of the Exehequer to the beggars fund; as I am credibly in- 
formed no one knows better how to raise the wind, or find out 
ways and means, than this out-diddler of Jeremy Diddler himself. 
His cadging majesty would doubtless accept his services, as 
Sharpe has found out the secret of getting amongst those who 
have something in their pockets, which is a tolerable assurance 
his will not be empty while theirs hold out. Murray, of course, 
should apply for the situation of Keeper of the Conscience ot 
this serereign cudger :—and Sir John Sewell, who has been re- 
cently raised to the bench, while on the road to the bar, may 
be appointed Chief Justice of the cadgers, and administer his 
own laws at his own prices ! 
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THE CONSTITUTIONAL BOUQUET. 


No. I. 

The readers of your weekly Miscellany, being all /oyal men 
and true, I have often regretted your not indulging them with 
a bird's eye view of the various estimable productions of the 
Constitutional Press. A tasteful selection from these flowers 
of loyalty, might set off your dusky complexion to great ad- 
vantage, and, perhaps, attract the notice and smiles of the 
high-born beauties of Bridge Street ; or even the patronage of 
the Shewman of Water loo | himself ; and of his honorable and 
honorary colleagues and co-partners, who are the very cream 
of the respectable portion of society. Being myself a most di- 
ligent reader, and determiged admirer ot loyal literature, I 
should be extremely happy to diffuse a similar taste among 
your readers. With this view, I proceed to cull a few flowers 
for this week’s nosegay, hoping that future ones may be still 
more brilliant: 


—_-<—« « 


THE ExcriLence oF Loyatry--A Sermon Preached in 
Support of the Funds of the Bridge-Street Ass-octation, 
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and Published at its Desire, by the Rev. BLACKGUARD 

BLACKALL. 

We seize the opportunity cf paying our respects to this meek 
and meritorious Minister of the Faith, at a moment when the 
seditious and il/-disposed are vainly seehing to overwhelm him 
with obloquy. We fearlessly contend, that our Holy Faith, 
as by law established, has only need of such pastors as Mr. 
Blackguard Blackall, to reader its moral tendency obvious to 
all, and its authority what it ought to be—a terror to evil-doers, 
and the support of the orderly and well-alfected. 

Upon the subject before us, Mr. B ably sustains his high 
character for that logical acuteness of argument, and that ner- 
vous eloquence, which ona late occasion so discomposed the 
wigs and wits of his legal opponents. He begins by laying it 
down, as an incontrovertable axiom, that loyalty is the sum- 
mum bonum, the beginning, middle, and end, of all sublunary 
good ; and even the best of all possible passports to good here- 
after. ‘Taking it for granted, that no one can gainsay so rea- 
sonable a proposition, he proceeds to describe what true loyalty 
is, in order to clap an extinguisher upon any heterodox notions 
that may have crept into the true church, 

“ Loyalty (saith the Preacher) is attachment to things hoped 
for, and the evidence of things not seen! Religion commands 
us to fear God, and honor the King. Loyalty simplifies this 
commandment, by teaching, that the fear of God is submission 
to his chosen oracles—the clergy ; and honoring the King, is 
to obey his chosen vessels—the ministers! Here all is clear! 
all is practicable! Those who run may read, and they who do 
neither, can obey! I am aware, that a most destructive heresy 
has of late years sprung up, conceining this matter. Loyalty, 
it is said, means simply attachment to the laws, no matter by 
whom administered ; and hence there may be more loyalty ina 
Republic, like America, than in even an Absolute Monarchy, 
like our own! Poisonous doctriuve! but of which the propa- 
gators, forgetting their usual craft, have discovered the reot, 
which is also, God be praised! the antidote. The word, say 
these cunning divers into dictionaries, the word comes from the 
French; from the French! from france !--that hot-bed of re- 
vicides, jacobins, radicals, and all the fungi of Revolution! 
and is derived from Joi, law, which proves it can never properly 
imply attachment to any person or persons. Such a construc- 
tion, continue these impious cavillers, is as gross an abuse of 
words and of reason, as the transferring the name, attributes, 
and worship of the Great Sovereign of the Universe, te a lump 
of stone, or wood, mishapen by the hands of some bungling 
artist! What miserable quibbliag is this, my friends! Need 
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T occupy the minutest portion of your valuable time, in expos - 
ing such shufHing ? No, we can afford to let our enemies quar- 
rel about the word; be it eur business to hold fast the thing, 
such as I describe it. Though this genuine loyalty may abase 
usin the eye of the profane and vulgar, remember it is by it 
alone we can hope for exaltation in this world, and happiness 
in that which is to come.” 


The revérend orator, after some other arguments, equally 
eloqnent and convincing, proceeds to sum up the practical bene- 
fits of loyalty, which we copy,as many who are deaf to precept, 
may be converted by example :— 


“ By loyalty we understand, that those effects which are 
felt, do NOT proceed from causes which are seen! By loyalty, 
the upright Bailey discovered that debt and taxation, like the 
dews of heaven, enrich the soil upon whieh they fall ! By 
loyalty, bishops are trans/ated,—not transporte “dd !—and by 
their translation, testify towards the purity of the holy THING! 
By loyalty, the pious Manchester pawnbroker was warned of 
riots not thought of; and, moved with fear, swore his life 
against the assembled Radicals at Peterloo; by the which he 
saved his bones, condemned the meeting, and become heir to 
the promises of the great. By loyalty, the reverend soothsayer 
Elphenstone, beheld the clubs, stones, and missilis, and the sad 

radicals, visible only to himself and the power of the air! By 
loyalty, the Lord Castlereagh drew tears of sympathy from the 
elders of St. Stephens, for the untimely fate of the ‘murdered 
magistrate who never existed! By loyalty the agriculture ass, 
staggering under the load of the cons/t(udzon, beareth his burden 
meekly ; br aying only at a brother brute, less loaded than him- 
self! By loyalty, the taxman collects his impositions in safety, 
and the tythe-procter gathers his frwits in due season! By 
loyalty, the spy, Edwards, perished not with those he had 
seduced ; he having rid the land of the dangerous Thistlewood § 
By loyalty, Bob Southey (being mad with learnigg, or wine,) was 
caught up into the third heaven, and beheld the coronation of 
his defunct sovereign! What would vou more! Shall I tell 
of the Reynolds the Olivers, the Castles, the Franklins! men 
who, by loyalty, have blighted revolutions! caused justice and 
mercy to triumph, and closed for ever the mouths of the disaf. 
fected! Who have palsied the arm of the brave, cheated the 
eibbet of its due! and from the “ ragged rabble,” sprang up 
into respectables and gentlemen? Fuvelloped, my friends, in 


thts dazzling cloud of examples, shall T call upon you to believe 
inthe excellence of loyalty! No! T shall not so insult your 
understanding; nor suppose vou uadervalue a blessing which 
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vour presence and attention at this moment prove you so well 
appreciate,” 

Thus far, our reverend friend, in that stream of argument and 
illustration which irresistibly bears us along towards his eonclu- 
sions. The peroration of his discourse brings his more poetical 
powers into play. Here every touch of his pencil proves his 
consummate skill, especially in the chiara oscura, or shewing 
darkand dingy objects, in the most favourable hght:—but we 


forgot ourselves—our business is to quote rather than cri- 
licise. . 


“Tfany amongst you doubted the wti/ity of this noble ASS ocia- 
tion,it would cost but little trouble to prove it to the meanest capa. 
city. E know if is not necessary to do so in this place; and, beyond 
it, | would refer to the luminous columns of that learned loyal 
Doctor, whom sneering sinners call SLop, for arguments. But 
argument Is indeed thrown away, upon those who require it on 
such a subject. Happy are they who believe, without any; and 
those who continue to doubt, may be d ! ‘This ASS-ocia- 
tion, my friends, is a most gratifying proof that our country is 
disposed to retrace the progress it has made in the hell-paved 
path of Philosophy! Already has it shone down the paltry op- 
position attempted by the radical press! Where are you now, 
ye bouncing patriots, who threatened to overwhelm us_ with 

counter associations? Behold, we plunge your deluded tools 
into captivity, and drive them from their dwellings! The gloom 
of desolation has dethroned the gloom of your presence, and 
prediction. And where were ye, to succour, or to save * ! Vain 
boasting, and hollow-hearted generation ; while the loyal consti- 
tutionalist pours from his purse the healing balm of Gilead, into 
the wounds of asuffering brother, your “oud and empty pro- 
fessions are but wind, inflating your victim till they burst 
him!” 

“ Ttis pretended, forsooth, this ASS ociation is i//egal? that 
instead of Constitutional, it is wn-Constitutional! Vain bab- 
bling! They who talk thus, convince us but of one thing— 
their own ignorance! Better instructed, my friends, we know, 
that whatever is /oya/ is /awful ; and whatever i 1s lawful, is con- 
stitutional ; law being the codator, and the constitution the crea- 
ture. Law aud loy: alty are therefore one: and it is the business 
of the constilution to accommodate itself to their temper as it 
can. Moreover, societies unhxown to the law, must be hidden 
from the law ; and to be hidden from the law, they must be en- 
veloped in the shades of night. Be this then the test of the Je- 

gality of ow: ASS-ociation, “which like loyalty, its creator— 
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‘Is dazzting as the noon-day sun, 


And dSlinds the more ’tis vaz'd upon + 


How, indeed, could it be otherwise than loyal, lawful, glorious. 
and dazzling, illumined as it is by the name of WELLINGTON!! 
A name which is the sun of our system, and around which the 
stars of Britain revolve and sparkle with celestial brilliancy ! 
tow dare Radicalism and Whiggery presume to question the 
moral views of men, headed by the Great Reader of Mora! 
Lessons to the Nations of Europe! Oh, England! Restorer 
of shattered, but /egitimate thrones! Paradise of priests, and 
pensioners—well is it for thee, thou canst boast such children. 
Ten loyal souls would have saved Gomorrah of old. So, though 
all the rest of thy sons were transformed into radicals, our 
righteous ASS-ociation might still save thee !” 

Want of room compels us to break off here abruptly ; we shall 
be glad to meet cur reverend friend again, und as soon as pos- 
sible. 


QUIZ’EM. 


ne ere ae me eee 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


_ eee 





ee 








The review of Mr. Bauiford’s poetry has been accidentally de. 
layed till next week. 


Various favours have been received. 
In my next, an essay on the Grand Northern Union. 


Incnester Enguiny.—An attempt has been made by the greater 
part of the journals to suppress the particulars of this memorable 
triumph over local abuses. I shall therefore occasionally glance at 
some of its leading features, to keep public attention awake, until 
the matter is brought before the legislature for a final award. 


Mr. Griffiths, a respectable tradesinan, of Keusington, who was 
held to bail for a riot on the funeral of Honey and Francis, was 
acquitted on Saturday last, at the Middlesex Sessions; the jury de- 
clining to permit his counsel to proceed with a defence, being per- 
fectly satisfied that there was no ground for the charze, from the 
accusation! Mr. Griffiths was standing on the steps of his mother’s 
door, when he was seized for not departing after the riot act was 
read. The witnesses against him were special constables. It 
would be as well to teach such men their duly, before they are sent 
oul to perform it. 
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